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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To improve the accuracy of positioning at 
the time of collating fingerprints and to improve 
fingerprint collation performance. 

CONSTITUTION: The fingerprint image of the inputted 
fingerprint is detected by a fingerprint input means. A 
pattern direction extraction means 1 1 extracts the 
directions of rising line patterns in the respective 
parts of the input fingerprint image, a specific point 
extraction means 12 extracts a specific point 
provided with the overall features of the rising line 
patterns of the input fingerprint image based on the 
directions of the rising line patterns in the respective 
parts of the input fingerprint image and a window 
image for positioning deciding means 13 decides a 
window image for positioning including the specific 
point. Then, by using the window image for the 
positioning including the specific point, the window 
image of the registered fingerprint and the inputted 
fingerprint image are positioned by a fingerprint 
collation means. 
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